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The Michigan Chapter was established on 
March 30, 1971, to provide local activates for 
the NEMGTR members in the Great Lakes 
area. In addition to driving events, membership 
meetings are held regularly. Board meetings 
are scheduled intermittently (generally monthly) 
throughout the year. An annual business 
meeting, which includes the election of officers, 
is held in the last quarter of each year. 
 
Membership dues are $15.00 per year, payable 
by December 31st. Michigan Chapter members 
are required to be members of the New 
England MGT Register, Ltd. 
 
The T Times is the official publication of the 
Michigan Chapter. Generally any member may 
submit articles and may advertise for cars, part 
and related items free of charge. Permission is 
hereby granted for use of any written material 
in the T Times, provided the author is credited. 
 
The T Times is published 6 times a year by the 
Michigan Chapter of the New England MG T 
Register. 
 
Submissions for publication must arrive by: 
June 15th for the July 2010 edition 
August 15th for the September 2010 edition 
October 15th for the November 2010 edition 
December 15th for the January 2011 edition 
Email to spelic@simplexgrinnell.com 
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Chairman’s Corner 
Greetings All! 

We are officially into the 2010 driving 
season with the help of  fabulous March & 
May tech sessions. Many thanks to Lee 
Jacobsen for the use of his business 
building to allow the members to inspect/
tune-up their vehicles before taking them 
on the road. 
Personally, my headlight replacement 
failed due to an incorrect part, but I am 
pleased to announce my 1951 TD now is 
equipped with pertronix (an exciting 
ignition installation) at the March tech 
session. The May tech session allowed me 
to address a major oil leak and have my 
timing adjusted. I also had a new fuel 
filter put on.  
Now I know some of you are thinking, 
“did she really ready to get down and 
dirty” , well, the answer is “oh yeah”! My 
greasy blue jeans, nasty t-shirt, and old 
tennies were just waiting for the day - it’s 
all about the “look” for us ladies after all. 
As proof, just 
check out this 
picture of just one 
of my hands! 
There are future 
tech sessions in the 
planning stages 
since our vehicles 
are not getting any 
younger and need more attention as time 
goes by. Keeping those babies in good 
running condition is a must! 

So watch your e-
mails for further 
announcements 
of upcoming 
tech sessions, 
more are in the  

works in the upcoming weeks. 
We also have monthly club meetings that 
are awesome opportunities to drive your T
-car or seek help for it. At the April 
meeting we had a “Do You Know Your 
Nut Size” challenge and found out that 
Tom Sorensen and Tom Norman surely 
did! The May meeting brought out our 
newest members, Andy & Paula Abraham 
with their TF for the club to check out! 
And June’s meeting in during “Drive 
Your British Car” week, so we hope to 
have a wonderful collection of T-cars in 
front of the Brass Pointe that evening as 
well. 
There are also great club events planned, 
c h e c k  o u t  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.michiganmgt.com for all the latest 
information, Cary Gersh our webmaster 
does an amazing  job keeping that up and 
running perfectly! 
So no excuses, tech sessions to get your 
car road ready, events to drive to, it looks 
to be a great driving season ahead! 
 

Later, 
-Sandy Kuivenhoven- 
Chairman 
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The Club Patches sales are off to a good start.  They measure 5 inches 
(wing to wing) by almost 4.5 inches top to bottom.  Perfect for jackets, 
lawn chairs, car towels, etc. 
The patches were privately funded.  The profits will be donated to the 
Events Fund (see Events page for details).  Cost is only $5.00 per patch.  
Patches will be available to meetings and/or contact Lou VanKoningsveld 
or Shari Pelic to purchase yours. 

Don’t Forget To Get Your Club Patches 
 

The badges cost $8 for a pin back and $10 for a magnet back. The 
magnet back is very nice for those people who don't want to poke holes 
in clothing. They are also easier to get on straight. 
Your first name is engraved larger than your last to make it easier for 
people to read it when you are in a large group 
If you would like one send me the name you want printed via email and a 
check via mail in the appropriate amount. 
 

Tom Sorensen 
226 Dexter Street 

Milan, Michigan  48160 

Name Badges  

by shari pelic Events 
And so it begins, the 2010 Season . . .   
We successfully had our first two Tech 
Sessions, have our  third one (balancing a 
vehicle) in the works and by the time this gets 
out, we probably will have had our 
Champagne Brunch. 
Within the next few weeks, Roger Melton will 
have his route and time frame posted for the 
GOF Central trip in July. 
Catherine Boyle has agreed to put on another 
Drive-In Movie night, this year we will be 
including other British Car Clubs. Details 
upcoming. 
Rick Peet is going to be organizing our trip to 
Alden for the car show there in August. 
The Fall Colour Tour this year will be amazing. 
I secured time at the Michigan International 
Speedway so that our T cars can do laps 

around the track. See pages later in 
newsletter for more details. 
We still need Hosts for other events, like Mad 
Dogs.  Or if you have a trip/event you would 
like to add to our calendar, please contact me. 
Remember, trophies will be awarded at the 
Hibernation Party for most miles in a T car and 
most events attended.  Last year we improved 
out attendance to events by over 50% from 
the previous year - let’s do even more this 
year! 

2010 Events Fund $79.00 
(from 50/50 raffles) 

EVENT # Members # T Cars 
March Meeting  2 
April Meeting  2 
April Tech Session 25 6 
May Meeting  4 
May Tech Session 18 4 
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For more photos, visit the gallery on the club website at  www.michiganmgt.com 



 

 

5 



 6 

This year we added a new ‘prize’ for attending events.  It’s a black 
leather coaster with gold printing. 
Here are the rules (subject to change) as they as now: 
 
1. One Coaster for a member attending a Tech Session and Driving 

a MG. 
2. One Coaster for a member attending a Club Meeting and Driving 

a MG. 
3. One Coaster for a member attending an Event - whether or not 

you drive your MG. 
4. Special Recognition. 

LET’S SEE HOW MANY YOU CAN COLLECT !!!!!! 
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TECH SESSION BURGERS 
 

2 lb ground beef 
1 cup sour cream 
1 (1 oz) envelope dry onion soup mix 
1/2 cup dry bread crumbs  
1/8 teaspoon black pepper 
 

Mix everything in a large bowl. 
Make into 1/4 lb (2/3 cup) burgers. 
Grill 6 minutes on each side. 
Makes 8 burgers - Yummmmm! 

9 
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Tires made in the 1990s have THREE numbers at 
the end of the DOT code, while tires made after 2000 
have FOUR numbers.  (There is no decade 
distinction  for tires prior to 2000.) 

11 
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The New England MGT Register, Michigan Chapter (fondly referred to as the “T-
Club”) has three traveling trophies that change hands every year. 
 

The first pictured below is the “Richardson Trophy”, which is awarded for the most 
miles driven by a T-car to club events throughout the year. Last year, it was awarded to 
Catherine Boyle and her dad John, who drove Catherine’s 1953 white TD named 
“Pugsley” over 1,800 miles. This trophy is up for grabs again this year, so please keep 
track of your miles, as a new recipient will be awarded for the 2010 driving season! 
 

The middle trophy pictured is the “Ralph Morris Trophy” awarded to a member who 
has participated in the most T-Club events throughout the year. George and Rita Patrick 
current have the trophy for 2009, but again, a new recipient in 2010 and it could be you. 
So, T-car or not, plan on attending club events. A list of activities can be found at the 
back of this publication or on the club website calendar. 
 

The trophy pictured on the right is the newest club traveling trophy, the “Spirit of MG”. 
Created in 2009 by former Chairman Andy Hanzel, this chairman’s choice trophy is 
given to the club member exhibiting those qualities which bring a sense of Fellowship 
and Well-Being to the club. Lee Jacobsen was the proud recipient of this trophy in last 
year.  
 

All this trophies are awaiting new recipients for 2010. These awards also encourage 
members to participate in activities, making the club even better than before, and is an 
honor to be recognized by your peers for your involvement with the T-Club. Go for it!  



 

Join us to celebrate one of the innovative eras of American automotive history – 1933-1976. The 
streets of Greenfield Village will be filled with hundreds of classic cars, vintage trucks, 
motorcycles – even a fire engine or two. They’re all here, from brawny, tricked-out muscle cars 
to the real straight-out-of-the-showroom cars you and your parents grew up with. This year we 
pay homage to the 1953 GM Futurliner. Stay late for the Saturday evening cruise.  

Several of our Members will be showing their T Cars at this event. No need to pay 
admission - we will have lots of extra “Free Admission” Buttons available.  (Just call 
when you arrive there and we will bring buttons up to the front for you.  Call either (248) 
761-0097 for Shari Pelic or (248) 894-7123 for Sandy Kuivenhoven.)  The T Club will be 

having a dinner Saturday evening at the Eagle Tavern - all are invited to join in the fun! 

June 19-20, 2010 
 Saturday 9:30am til 9:00pm, Sunday 9:30am til 5:00pm til 9pm 

Photos from last year’s event 
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October 9th & 10th, 2010 

a.k.a. Cliff Schnell Fall Colour Tour 

Gentlemen (and women) start your engines!  The Fall Colour Tour has been 
renamed for this year.  This year we are calling it the CHECKERED FLAG 
TOUR.  (Due to availability of the track at Michigan International Speedway we 
had to move the tour up to October 9th-10th, 2010.) 
The agenda for the weekend is to drive to Brooklyn Saturday morning.  The T 
Cars will run laps around the race track at Michigan International Speedway 
around noon (maybe alittle friendly competition).  And if this wasn’t enough, we 
will then do a short drive to the all famous Buffalo Ranch where we will be 
wagoned back through the fields to feed the buffalo.  Supper will be catered by 
the even more famous BBQ Shack (mmmmm, mmmmm good).  We drive home 
Sunday.  Room have been blocked at newly renovated Brooklyn Super 8 (see 
next page) - just mention you are part of the MG Club.  There is also a Bed & 
Breakfast, Dewey Lake Manor in the vicinity if you wish to stay there. 
Of course everyone is welcome—whether you drive your T Car or not, it will be 
a lot of fun.  So come for all, or part of the trip.  (The laps on the race track will 
be limited to the T Cars.) 
As time gets closer, we will post more details. 

Michigan International Speedway 
12626 US 12 

Brooklyn, Michigan  49230 
www.mispeedway.com 
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Super 8 Brooklyn 
M-50 and Wamplers Lake Rd 

155 Wamplers Lake Road 
Brooklyn, Michigan  49230 

Phone: (517) 592-0888 
(mention you are from the MG Club) 

www.Super8.com/Brooklyn 
  

Rooms $65 

Dewey Lake Manor 
11811 Laird Road 

Brooklyn, Michigan  49230 
Phone: (517) 467-7122 
deweylakemanor.com 

Joe & Barb Phillip—Innkeepers 
 

5 Room—$89-$139 Price Range 

The Buffalo RanchThe Buffalo RanchThe Buffalo RanchThe Buffalo Ranch    
12770 Rountree Road 

Hanover, Michigan  49241 
(517) 563-8249 

www.horsesandbuffalo.com 
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AQUARIUS: (Jan 20-Feb 18) - The Aquarian “T” is on the whole a very reliable car. However, watch 
out for problems with the steering as the cars born under this sign have a tendency to want to go their own 
way. Colors on these cars are likely to be other than original due to their individualistic characteristics. 
 

PISCES: (Feb 19-Mar 20) - Piscean “T’s” tend to attract rain whenever they are driven on long trips. The 
Piscean “T” often has a garage mate who is under-going restoration. They often came with factory 
installed radios. Cars born under this sign will usually follow the pack and seldom lead. 
 

ARIES: (Mar 21-Apr 20) - The Arien “T” is often a source of inspiration for others traveling the same 
route, seldom breaking down on long trips. These cars thrive on the competiveness of rallies, racing and 
funkhanas. Cars of this sign are usually well-tuned and fond of speed. 
 

TAURUS: (Apr 21-May 20) - Being afraid of taking any unnecessary risks, the Taurus “T” never goes on 
long trips. Taurean restorations are almost always uncomplicated and quickly completed. If exposed to 
any criticism these cars will stubbornly refuse to run. 
 

GEMINI: (May 21-Jun 20) - Many Gemini “T’s”  are in exceptionally good original condition or have 
been painstakingly restored to original condition and are the center of attention at gatherings. These cars 
usually run well under all conditions. 
 

CANCER: (Jun 21-Jul 20) - These cars are homebodies, loving their garages, and are reluctant to venture 
far from home. These are normally one owner cars interested in the tradition of maintaining the breed. 
 

LEO: (Jul 21-Aug 21) - Leos, knowing others are incapable of following the correct route, assume the 
lead car position whenever possible. When their leadership is challenged they tend to pout. However, 
Leos are normally very reliable. 
 

VIRGO: (Aug 22-Sep 22) - Virgo cars have never been crank started. These cars have a very busy social 
life and are seen at many events. They often times have nonfunctioning tachs, but always run cool. 
 

LIBRA: (Sep 23-Oct 22) Libra cars always have harmonious color schemes and immaculate interiors. 
Normally the Librian car has never been wrecked. However, they have problems on rallies because of 
their inability to decide which way to go. 
 

SCORPIO: (Oct 23-Nov 22) - Scorpions often make strange noises which amount to nothing. These cars 
are determined to win any event in which they are entered. Cars born under this sign enjoy being thought 
of as sex objects by their owners. 
 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov 23-Dec 20) - The Sagittarian “T” spends a lot of time out of her garage (if she has 
one) and loves to participate in any and all sporting events, not caring if she wins or loses. Many 
Sagittarians have been wrecked at one time. 
 

CAPRICORN: (Dec 21-Jan 19) - Cars born under the sign of Capricorn are well-turned, never burning 
oil or wasting gas. They have a tendency to keep all four wheels on the ground at all times. Usually their 
restorations are done with much attention to detail, and they usually win many awards.  
 

With many thanks to Pat W. & Pam D.  (former editors of the T-Times!) 



 

Service & Repair for the 
Vintage British Motor Car 

Guy St. John 
Phone:   (248) 349-3649 

email:  guystjohn@comcast.net 
 

Hours: M – F  8:30 – 5:30 
Saturday By Appointment  

 
 
 
 

624 Carpenter Avenue 
Northville, Michigan, 48167 

Authorized Distributor for 

Pertronix Electric Ignitions 
and Coils 

 
Vintage Ads 

 
Don Hoods 

 
Mota-Lita Steering Wheels 

 
Gunson Tools 

 
Moss Motors 

 
Halogen Bulbs for Most British 

and American Cars 
 

Plus Many Others! 

OUR SERVICE PUTS US 

A-PART FROM THE REST 

At Little British, we know who we are and where our business comes from.  As a 
growing company founded in the late 90's, we take pride in giving you high quality 
customer service.  We will have the parts you need, the convenience you want and at 
a lower price than you thought you would pay. 
 
By being an online based company. we are able to keep costs low and maintain a 
flawless ordering system that is quick and user friendly.  We have the parts for most 
British marques and models as well as fun collectibles and other useful items for the 
British car enthusiast.  Log on to www.LBCarCo.com and see why we excel at what 
we do. 

Little British Car Company 

www.LBCarCo.com 

Jeff Zorn � 29311 Aranel Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

Phone: 248-489-0022 � Toll-free: 800-637-9640 

Fax: 248-489-9665 � Email: 

LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com 

Major credit cards accepted 
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T Club Member, Tom Sorenson, is looking 
to take on some MG repair/service work.  
Call for details. 

Tom Sorensen 
(734) 439-5691 

Memorable Quote: 
“I couldn’t get any of the T Cars running, so I 
drove the Jag.”     - Lee Jacobsen  5/4/10 



 

"Got safety tubes, but I ain't scared. The brakes are good, the tires fair." 
 

Is this you? Probably. MGers, by and large, are more responsible regarding 
their vehicle's braking functionality than they are about the condition of its tires 
and tubes, but each affects the other. 
 

A tire that looks "OK", even looks "almost like new", could fail at speed, and 
cause you (or a loved one, or a stranger) serious injury or death. Vredestein (a 
Dutch tiremaker) recommends having a tire professional examine your tires and 
least once a year once they are five years old, and replacing them at ten years, 
REGARDLESS of mileage. Other tire manufacturers recommend shorter life-
spans, some as short as six years. And that is from the date of manufacture, not 
your purchase date! Tires degenerate just sitting on a shelf. Really! 
 

Safety tubes? Who me? Unless your MG has wire wheels, you probably run 
tubeless, probably because your tires say "tubeless" on them somewhere. How-
ever, I have never seen a T car road wheel identified as "tubeless", and the wise 
majority of MG enthusiasts, and the factory, when it existed, recommend tubes; 
not for originality, but safety. The wheels were designed to be fitted with tubes, 
but you do what you want. 
 

Rolling on, whether you are driving an old beater Escort, your T, or a brand new 
Caddy, the only parts of the vehicle that EVER touch the ground are the tires! 
Think about this. 
 

Many of us have restored our cars. We all know someone who has done a 
frame up restoration. There are those out there that have spent 20, 30, 40 times 
as many dollars (or more) on cosmetics as they spent on tires and tubes. 
Maybe, for the sake of originality, they just "cleaned up" those old bias plies, 
and didn't purchase new rubber at all. Ask yourself, is this a wise allocation of 
resources? For an automobile? 
 

Another issue, and, actually, before I found my soapbox, it was the whole point 
of this little article, is that it is not so very easy to find tire and tubes that properly 
fit our cars. Stop by Belle Tire, Discount Tire, Firestone, Goodrich, Sears, Pep 
Boys etc., and no one will have anything suitable in stock. Modern tires are fat-
ter and lower than what we need. 
 

I do not know why it is so difficult to find tires, as the TD, TF, and early MGA 
used basically (not exactly, but very close) the same size tires as old Volks-
wagen beetles, and there are hundreds of thousands of those still on the road. I 
don't get it. TC tires (4.50x19 bias) seem easier to find! 
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MAY 16 Champagne brunch 
 
JUN 1 Monthly Meeting - BRASS POINTE (Farmington Hills) 
JUN 4-5 British Bash - Kentucky 
Jun 6 Orphan Car Show 
Jun 19-20 Motor Muster 
Jun 21 Lunch at Henry Ford Museum 
Jun 29-30 Put In Bay Sports Car Races 
 
JUL 1-3 GOF Central XXXII - Huron, Ohio 
JUL 6 Monthly Meeting - BRASS POINTE (Farmington Hills) 
Jul 11 Mad Dogs & Englishmen 
JUL 17 Jackson Hot Air Jubilee 
JUL 25 Meadowbrook 
 
AUG 3 Monthly Meeting - BRASS POINTE (Farmington Hills) 
Aug 8 Alden Car Show 
 
SEP 7 Monthly Meeting - BRASS POINTE (Farmington Hills) 
Sep 12 Battle of the Brits 
Sep 18 Oktoberfest 
 
Oct 5 Monthly Meeting - BRASS POINTE (Farmington Hills) 




