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Coming Events 
 

Feb 7th - Hibernation Party,  
March 3rd - meeting 
April 7th - meeting   
May 5th - meeting 
June 2nd - meeting 
July 7th - meeting 
Aug 4th - meeting 
All-MG-2026: Aug 24 - 27th (Sandusky OH)  
Sept 1st - meeting 
Oct 6th - meeting 
Nov 3rd - last meeting of 2026 
Dec - Off 

Chairperson’s Utterance 
 

Happy 2026 MI Chapter NEMGTR family:  

We are looking forward to our upcoming Hiberna-
tion party taking place on Saturday, February 7, 
2026 from 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm at the Great White 
Buffalo Brewing Co. Northville, MI. You should have 
received a “Save the Date” with the information on 
location and time via email in late November.  
Evite's arrived in late December if you didn’t receive 
be sure to check your spam/junk mail.  

Your Executive Board is continuing to meet monthly 
via Zoom so that we can continue to work on our 
2026/27 upcoming events leading up to our GoFC 
2027.  No new updates as of now however we con-
tinue to make site visits on potential venues as our 
time allows us to with our “work” schedules.  NOTE 
we will keep you informed just as soon as we have 
information to share with the club. 

You should have also received your 2026 Executive 
Board electronic ballots back in December.  We will 
be announcing the “WINNERS” at the Hibernation 
party along with our Trophy winners for 2025 driv-
ing season.  

We will plan to have our live & silent auction at the 
Hibernation party so be sure to bring your 
“Treasurers” and help ‘FUEL” the can for GoFC 2027.  

Please be sure to mark your 2026 calendars for our 
“monthly” club meetings (see top left) which will 
continue to be at Craft Breww City. 

 
Cheers,  
Melody (MI NEMGT-R Madam Chairperson)  

Enjoy & Cheers!   Melody 
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     Editor’s Bully Pulpit 

Well, it was warm…and then it wasn’t.  
 
I don’t know about you, but I wasn’t 
expecting it to go from 50 at night to 20 
in the morning. Then get warm and 
pour for a few days, and then go down 
into the teens. Do not trust Michigan 
weather! 
 
I put off putting “the babies” to bed in 
order to rake the leaves. Once cleaned 
up, the wind blew 60 mph the rest of 
the leaves came off the recalcitrant 
trees, and it snowed. Now it’s too cold 
for a pansy like me to go out in the 
barn. Long story short: I never ade-
quately buttoned things up automotive
-wise. I’m hoping there are no really 
hungry mice in my barn this year.  
 
But now I have plenty of time, bundled 
up warmly in front of a computer, to 
buy various MG parts from Jeff Zorn 
and other purveyors of LBC bits. And 
perhaps even sell some of the extra 
parts I have accumulated over the 
years and never quite needed. Seems 
like it’s always easier to buy stuff than 
it is to sell.  
 
T-Times this quarter has some good 
photos of the Fall Color Tour and the 
various cars and people who participat-
ed. It was a nice day and it seems eve-
ryone had a really good time. Kudos to 
our organizer and fall color master. 
 
Not so for whatever is left of the 
“competitors” in the Michigan Chapter. 

 

There were ZERO entries in this year’s MG Cod-
diwomple Challenge, despite a brilliant series 
of ideas put forth regarding appropriate use of 
your MG. No one even tried to spell J-O-H-N   T
-H-O-R-N-L-E-Y  from municipal signs! We will 
have to make it a lot easier next year. How 
about “Submit a picture of you and your MG in 
front of a gas pump?” Okay. Too easy, but the 
idea of “coddiwomple” is to go for a drive in 
your MG with no particular agenda other than 
to go for a drive. And find a few landmarks 
along the way.  
 

- John Deikis 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 
MG INTERNATIONAL 2026 
Perhaps you’ve heard, this summer will be the every-five-year national (including our 51st 
state, of course) MG International near Sandusky, OH. Registration is now open. Just click on 
(or cut-n-paste) the following link: 
 https://mginternational2026.regfox.com/register 
Northern Ohio is not far away. If you have never been to one of these meets, it’s quite the 
event. Each of the MG registers— T, A, B, MMM, and the always included Midgets and 
MGCs show up. Moreover, there are increasing numbers of post-Abingdon MGs being 
brought into the U.S, so you will likely see original factory MGB-V8s, MG-RV8s, modern 
MGTFs and maybe even the ultra-rare MG super car of the previous decade, of which I be-
lieve there is only one in North America. It was at the International in Louisville a few years 
ago, so may show up. See photo below. 
 

 
 
 

https://mginternational2026.regfox.com/register
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 CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 
GOF-CENTRAL 2027 
If you have not been to a Chapter 
monthly meeting lately, you may 
not have heard that Melody was 
approached by the steering com-
mittee of the last GOF-C and asked 
if the Michigan Chapter might be 
the host club for the next Mid-west 
gathering of T registers.  This would 
be not next summer, but the sum-
mer after. 
 
The Chapter Executive Committee has been tasked with working as an ad hoc sub-
committee to determine suitable location that could provide a reasonable hotel with 
sufficient parking for trailers, meeting rooms, a park-like setting for the car show, and 
maybe even interesting environs for a rally or casual drive-about.  
 
The Chapter would be responsible for securing the venue and the other clubs would 
support or organize the other events. Melody had proposed mid-September as a ten-
tative date and remains open to ideas. As of last fall, several cities were being consid-
ered including Marshall with the show at the Gilmore Museum again. Even though this 
was the site of the last GOF-C we ran, it was a great success and the Gilmore is un-
matched as a show venue.  
 
This event is a ways off but volunteers are always needed. Stay tuned! 
 
ELECTIONS 
Elections were recently held. Each office had but one nominee and all were elected. 
Don’t worry— Melody will remain the chairperson! 
 
FACEBOOK 
If you’re older than your kids, you are likely on Facebook and “friended” with your 
high school pals and maybe your grandkids. Your own kids may be too young or too 
old to do the FB thing. The Chapter has a Facebook page which you can visit and even 
post on. Photos you might take of you having fun with your MG would be quite wel-
come. Take a look! https://www.facebook.com/groups/500326940592369/ 
 
Chapter Regalia…Out There for You!! 
Regalia order form website is below. Basically we have 2 logos on the site for 
members to use and many options you can choose from. The store that Zach as built 
for us is just a small sample, so I have included the “shop” website for additional op-
tions. Any questions about ordering please contact Melody or speak with her at a 
Chapter meeting. 
Https://michiganmgt.boldstores.com 
Https://shop.companycasuals.com  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/500326940592369/
https://michiganmgt.boldstores.com/
https://shop.companycasuals.com/
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FALL COLOR TOUR 2025 
 
October 18th was a pretty good day for a fall color tour. Several great cider mills were visit-
ed, some donuts eaten, and a good lunch was taken at a decent pub. It then poured. And 
then stopped pouring.  
 
There were quite a few T cars, some Bs, a C, and E (-type, of course), an XJ 120, Miatas, and 
a white Fiat drophead coupe.  Of course their were  “regular cars,”  and Dirk drove the larg-
est car anyone had seen since he showed up a champagne brunch in a square-rigged Pack-
ard. 
 
Enjoyment abounded among all with whom I checked but no one actually wrote an article 
describing where we went, what happened, where the cider was the best, or how they liked 
lunch. That’s okay. Lots of folks showed up at Lee’s Belden Garage, lined up, drove off, got 
lost, got found, and had fun!  
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MGiata 
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                                                                                               Captain to engine room…. 

                                                  Fiata 
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What do these guys know??? 

...and rain! 
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SOME PEOPLE DO DRIVE THEIR CARS! 
 

submitted by Jeremy & Amy Brown 
 

While Amy and were traveling through West Virginia on our way to Savanah GA, we 
stopped at the New River Gorge Bridge, once one of the engineering marvels of the 
world and is still pretty neat to this day.  After taking in the sites, we returned to Amy’s 
trusty Jeep to find three Triumph LBCs in the parking lot.  Shortly after, the owners of 
the Triumph TR8, TR250, and TR6 arrived back at their cars, so we struck up a conversa-
tion on LBC ownership.  These three gentlemen were traveling back home to Pennsylva-
nia after spending a weekend in the Carolinas and Tennessee driving the Tail of the 
Dragon and other twisty backroads that remind LBC owners why they love their cars so 
much.  Amy and I agreed, that sounded like a great weekend well spent with LBC owner 
friends on twisty roads.  Get out and drink your LBC whenever you can, you never know 
who’s day you make a little brighter by seeing you and your LBC. 
 
(Ed’s note: Why weren’t you driving Amy’s B????) 
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COLLECTING MG GRILLE BADGES 
by Art Lewis 

 
The following article was written in 1991, a few years after I began collecting MG car 
badges.  Much has happened in the thirty four years since then! The collection has 
grown to over 250 badges, completely filling two large octagonal display boards with a 
third board steadily underway. The cool thing about this collection is that many of the 
badges have personal, unique stories which I plan to share at an upcoming John Twist 
ZOOM Seminar that will be available on YouTube soon afterwards. Stay tuned for de-
tails! Also, the collection will be shown at the 2026 ALL REGISTER MG EVENT in 
Sandusky, Ohio next August. (Note: Photographs result in a blur of tiny shapes and col-
ors that quickly reaches a mental saturation point. For those of you who would like a 
closer look, feel free to contact me to schedule a visit.) 
 
MG BADGES FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
by Art Lewis (MG Magazine #30 - 1991) 
 
It started innocently. Intrigued by the Peter Zorn designed Cecil Kimber Centenary car 
badge, an impulse to amass an extensive collection of MG related car badges struck me. 
That was three years and seventy two badges ago! Admittedly, my collectaholic needs 
are being satisfied nicely through the process of building this collection. Sure, it’s the 
thrill of the hunt, the pride of ownership, the sense of accomplishment, but more im-
portantly it's the opportunity to meet and associate with a wider spectrum of MG peo-
ple from around the world and to do something special that is appreciated and enjoyed 
by everyone. 
 
How does one get to 72 badges? With help, that’s how! Upon struggling to the 40 mark, 
I obtained twenty more from one source, none other than NEMGTR Number 1, Dick 
Knudson! What a thrill! At this point, fellow MG enthusiast, Paul Morrissey, fabricated a 
portable display board to show them off. The display made its debut last Fall at Jerry 
Gougen’s British Car Festival in Westminster, Vermont, and again at GOF Mk 53 at Farm-
ington, Connecticut. The exposure at Farmington resulted in ten new additions and leads 
for many more. Everard VanDerVelden offered to locate several Dutch examples. Aus-
tralian, John Green, agreed to help with more from his homeland. Rey Navarro from Chi-
cago surprised me with a vintage badge from South Africa. Norman Ewing was instru-
mental in adding more from South Africa. Mike Sarvas provided a neat MG Z Magnette 
badge. Dave Zyp donated an unusual cast aluminum Oregon badge to the cause. Most 
touching was a gift from Steve Clarke who insisted on donating his #57 Circuit of Britain 
badge for the display. “I like what you’re doing and you may never be able to get this 
limited edition badge elsewhere. Take it with my compliments.” Steve, thank you very 
much for your kind gesture! (update note: I learned that sadly, Steve passed away a 
short time later). 

(Continued Next Page) 



16 

 

Thus far the collection represents a multitude of MG clubs and events from over twenty 
states, England, Canada, South Africa, Brazil, Germany, Sweden and Denmark. Each is as 
unique as a fingerprint and all share a common denominator representing the enthusi-
asm and love for our wonderful little cars from Abingdon. My immediate goal is to com-
plete the display (approximately 100 badges) and continue sharing it at future MG gath-
erings. Ultimately, with your help, I am confident that a second display board may be 
possible. All MG badge related information (history, manufacturers, designers, inter-
esting background, etc.) as well as hot leads for additions are appreciated. Please con-

MGs Are Like Cats 
 Jeremy Brown  
 
MGs are like cats, or at least that is this author’s experience. This is not one of those articles that laments 
the fact that MGs and cats are finicky, spend an incredible amount of time resting, but on occasion bring 
joy with the little things they do. That correlation has been made extensively, by authors of Jaguar articles 
for obvious reasons, but the same can be said of any antique or classic machine regardless of make or 
model. Rather, this author realized another correlation from past experiences with both cats and MGs. 
 
Growing up in rural America, there always seemed to be cats in random places. They could be lurking in 
garages, in the tall grass in a field, or at a friend’s house. There may be a time when one purposely seeks 
to be a cat caretaker, but usually, at random, a cat would come up and proclaim they lived here now. 
Somehow, this was just accepted as fact. 
 
Being a first-generation MG caretaker, this author and his exceptionally understanding better half found 
the same thing to be true of MGs. MGs can be lurking in garages, in the tall grass in a field, or at a friend’s 
house. Several times, once they were spotted, it was as if the MG proclaimed that this author and his 
better half would be their caretakers. 
 
As a teenager, this author had a good friend who had an extremely used MGB as his daily driver. This au-
thor and his friend would spend hours working on this poor, worn Abington-crafted machine, just so they 
could spend a few hours doing what teenagers did in the pre-internet days: cruising. At the time, this au-
thor was not officially a British car enthusiast but understood what top-down little British car driving did 
for the soul. 
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After college and a series of other manufacturers’ products, this author arrived at a British car dealership as 
a technician for some of the most prestigious automotive nameplates. There, his first MG found him, lurk-
ing in the garage of a colleague. It was another worn-out MGB, much like the one his friend had years pri-
or, down to the same color. It was the nostalgia of yesteryear that motivated this author to be the new 
caretaker for this worn MG, but it happened and started the decades-long series of caretaker roles for for-
lorn MGs. 
 
Years went by with MG club friends and others advising this author and his better half about forlorn MGs. 
This author became the caretaker for two other MGs, one purchased and sold, the other given as a retire-
ment gift to this author’s father. The original MGB was sold, repurchased, then sold again. This author’s 
better half was afflicted with the same condition and acquired her own MG. It was nice, though unfortu-
nately, this author traded it for a domestic antique automobile in a fugue moment; that was a mistake. 
 
Like caretakers of purebred cats that spend months locating their next one, not all MGs found this author 
and proclaimed him and his better half to be their new caretakers. One MG was sought and purposely pur-
chased, an MGA, to take to MG 2016 in Louisville, Kentucky. This MG was restored and stored in a climate-
controlled building with other classic cars but sitting unused for so long had left it inoperable. John Twist’s 
team at University Motors in Grand Rapids, Michigan, got it going for the trip to MG 2016; it ran flawlessly. 
That car is the only MG this author purposely located and purchased. 
 
Following MG 2016, life took this author and his better half in another direction, away from MGs. Several 
factors led to the divestiture of all things MG in 2017. This author thought that was the end of the story for 
him and his better half with MGs. Then along came 2023 and the MG TD, lurking in a barn like a cat looking 
to proclaim its new caretakers, but that is a story for another issue. 
 
Safety Fast! 
 

 
This author’s better half’s MGB mistakenly traded and this author’s MGB GT gifted to father as a retirement 
present several years later, shown coming out of hibernation spring 2008 
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Electric MG SUV mysteriously spotted by Dave Cook on remote Lake Erie island. 

Enrollments now open for industrious grandchildren 
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Out of the old TECH-TIP Scrap Book 

 

A SERIES OF PILFERED ADVICES ON THE CARE AND 

FEEDING OF THE T-TYPE M.G. SPORTSCAR 

 

 

FAN BELTS 

The fan belt on T-series cars needs to be run much looser than you might expect.  This is because the gen-
erator armature is supported in front by a ball bearing and at the tail end by a sintered bushing.  The design 
is sensitive to being “cocked sideways” by the force of the belt.   

 

For years, belts sold to the MG world by the usual suspects were too stiff and too short.  You had to muscle 
them on by tilting the generator and could often not get them sufficiently loose.  The belt on out T’s is unu-
sually wide and a profile usually associated with belts made for truck and busses.  They are often too stiff.  
A better choice is a belt with a segmented inside edge, making it very flexible.  Dave Dubois of Bremerton, 
WA had a friendly auto parts store order him several dozen belts for inspection.  He reported the Moss belt 
was 17mm X 925mm, about 3 inches too short!  Better alternatives are the Gates Green Stripe II belt, 
#TR33292 which is 11/16” X 39 ¾”, nominally 17mm X 1005mm or the Goodyear #22394 which measures 
22/32” X 39 ½”.   

 

In a 1949 publication called Exploring Auto Mechanics by H.T. Glen, it specified that belts on the MG-TC 
(and by extension the TD and TF as well) should be adjusted to give 1 inch of deflection between the gener-
ator and the water pump (RATHER THAN ALONG THE LONGEST LEG OF THE BELT).  This is true for the MGA 
and the early MGB as well although not as pronounced since they use the thinner more modern belt pro-
file. I first learned this on a Friday night outside of St. Louis in 1972.  Having little time to spare, I bought a 
brand new generator from a local British Leyland dealer.  Unfortunately, I learned it again about 5 days 
later outside Louisville, KY.  And again outside Philadelphia in 1988 on my way to the Springfield, MA GoF.  
No more BL dealers in the Yellow Pages.  Now even I believe it! 

 

GENERATOR BUSHING LUBE 

While thinking about generator bearings…..The reason you have that brass thingy between your generator 
and tach drive is because God meant for you to regularly lubricate that bushing supporting the back of the 
armature.  Whenever you get gas and check your oil, you have a wonderful opportunity to feed that little 
bushing.  A stub screw driver kept on that side of the tool box is handy for this.  You may need to use a 
hacksaw or file to “square-up” the slot on the brass cap once. Should be a spring and a felt pad inside that 
brass thing.  Don’t let it fall out.  Drip a little oil from the bottom of your dipstick through the hole onto the 
bushing inside.  Or, keep a small can of 3-in-1 Oil wedged into your battery box and use a couple drops of 
that.  

 

Motor on!                            --John Deikis  
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MG PUZZLE FOR THE BORED OR UNOCCUPIED 
Presented by none other than our Lady Chair, Melody Klemmer 
 
Should you be so inclined, please take the liberty of printing out this page, completing the 
puzzle, and perhaps winning a prize at the 2026 Hibernation Party, presented by our  
esteemed Chairperson herself. 
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Website: 
www.michiganmgt.com 

 

Facebook: 
Michigan Chapter New England MGT Register 

 
Chapter Officers 

 
Chairperson 

Melody Klemmer 
Email: msklemmer@comcast.net 

 
Vice-Chairman 
Ken Klemmer 

Email: kaklemmer1969@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 
Jeremy Brown 

Email: michapterofNEMGTR@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mike Nestell 

Email: mikenestell@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chair 
Mary Gervasi 

Email: jagervasi@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Monique Magee 

Email:  monique.magee@gmail.com 

Librarian & Tech Support 

Lee Jacobsen: Email:  diecuts@aol.com 
 

Photographer & Social Media Editor 
John Magee 

Email:  john_a_magee@yahoo.com 
 

Regalia & Stuff 
Lou VanKoningsveld 

Email: tracerfxr@yahoo.com 

 
Editor of the T Times 

John Deikis with Carol’s help! 
Email: deikis@gmail.com 
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 T Times is the official publication of the Michigan 
Chapter, New England MG T Register Ltd. All 
members are encouraged to submit articles or 
information for articles to the editor. Any member 
may advertise cars, parts  and related items free of 
charge.  Members of our parent organization, the 
New England MG T Register, Ltd. may also advertise 
at no cost in our bi-monthly magazine, The Sacred 
Octagon. 
 
The Michigan Chapter was established on March 30, 
1971 to provide local activities for Michigan area 
members of the New England MG T Register.  
 
In addition to driving events, membership meetings 
are held regularly. Board meetings are 
scheduled intermittently (generally very) 
throughout the year. Officers are elected annually 
by the membership.   

 

I’d use my cellphone to call her but they haven’t been invented yet! 


