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Coming Events 
 

April 7 - meeting   
May 5 - meeting 
June 2 - meeting 
July 7 - meeting 
July 12 - Mad Dogs & Englishmen 
Aug 4 - meeting 
All-MG-2026: Aug 24 - 27 (Sandusky OH)  
Sept 1 - meeting 
Sept 13 - Battle of the Brits 
Sept TBD - The Oliver Arkell Motor Rallye 
Oct 6 - meeting 
Oct TBD - Fall drive 
Nov 3 - last meeting of 2026 
Dec - Off 

Greetings & Happy Spring ; 
 
In this edition of this “Madam” Chair T-Times report 
I want to provide you with some exciting news!  
 
Old news: The MI Chapter is hosting the GOFc 2027. 
 
New news:  
SAVE THE DATE! September 20th - 24th, 2027 
Location: Sheraton Detroit Hotel Novi 
2111 Haggerty Road 
Novi, MI. 48375 
 
Your Planning Committee has been hard at work 
with contract negotiations, meetings with National 
& Regional Club Chairs, event planning, and reaching 
out to our neighboring MI groups (Windsor/Detroit, 
Twin Bay, Speckled Hens) to get them involved.  Our 
goal will be make MI Chapter a topic of conversation 
in years to come concerning how much fun every-
one had at the the GOFc 27 event. We want to be 
sure that there will be plenty to keep you busy at 
the venue location but also tons of fun activities off 
site! 
 
I would like to give a special shout out to Jeremy 
Brown, your Club Secretary (aka Bad Cop), for his 
knowledge and assistance on contract negotiations 
with Sheraton Novi. Finding the venue had been a 
grueling task with road trips across MI with Jeremy 
and Amy to determine the right spot for this event. I 
appreciated being chauffeured around and the feed-
back they provided on each site visit.  
 
We still have a lot to do but this is a HUGE relief and 
looking forward to now doing the FUN planning.  
 
Thank you everyone for your support and generosity 
in our GOFc 27 “Fuel the Can” project!  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone in the upcoming 
weeks pulling your MG’s out of storage and cruising 
to our monthly meeting spot or social events that 
you will find located on our website:  https://
michiganmgt.com 
 

Enjoy & Cheers!     Melody 
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     Editor’s Bully Pulpit 

 
I’m never really sure, but I think spring in Michigan is just around the corner. It did go to 70 last 
week in Ann Arbor. Fortunately, the TD has only one item on its “list:” replace an overly-loud 
resonator used as a muffler for the past 15 years. I’ve discovered there are not many nice 
mufflers made for the small-size tubing our MGs use for an exhaust pipe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MG Midget “Works-tribute” vintage race car is almost ready for its first start-up since right 
before covid. Yes. I do procrastinate sometimes. This was one of those times. I’m hoping to sell 
the car this summer either directly or by listing it with an auction company. I’ve made a few im-
provements since I last raced it— things I had wanted to do 10 years ago but will now benefit 
the future owner. 
 
If you know anyone who has the racing itch and is drawn to MGs and the gentlemanly sport of 
vintage sports car racing, this is an easy ticket in and about the least expensive way you can go 
racing in a real car. I went from doing track days in street cars to vintage racing in 1997. In my 
opinion, it’s about the most fun you can have behind the wheel of a car and the camaraderie 
among the MG Vintage Racers group is second to none. But I realize I’ve gotten old of all of that 
adrenaline. The TD is like wearing a favorite old sweater. Never to be sold— just to be worn out 
and passed on. 

- John Deikis 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 
R.I.P.  Eric Richardson 
It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Eric Richardson on March 4, 2026. 
Eric was a member of the Michigan Chapter, having joined us with his parents, Rex and An-
na, in the earliest days of the club. 
 
Eric was a bachelor and lived alone. He loved MGs, military vehicles, and old motorcycles. 
The barn next to his house held his eclectic collection of stuff— a real barn find—  only Eric 
knew what was in there.  
 
Eric was especially proud of his 1930 MG M-type Boattail Midget which he showed fre-
quently and often won awards. The photos below show him proudly displaying his early MG 
at Greenfield Village Old Cars Festival with a ribbon on the windscreen. 
 
Eric was a one-of-a-kind individual and will be missed. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Lee Remembers Eric Richardson 
He was a member of the USAF, served in Viet Nam, expect he will get military honors.  
 
I first met Eric in the 60s, at Carnival of Cars at the Packard Proving Grounds, when it still 
had its track.  I was admiring a Beautiful Allard, remarked to the chap next to me..."$3000 
seems steep for a mint car"...hi, my name's Lee, what do you think?     "Eric here, I am into 
MGs, have a TC that I'm working on with my Dad...yeah, that's steep.  That Gull wing over 
there is only $2800!     Let's walk around.”..those were the days....and Eric and I  have been 
walking together ever since.....a good friend.....rest in peace.....Cheers, Lee Jacobsen 
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CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 
GOF-CENTRAL 2027 
The Chapter Executive Committee has 
been tasked with working as an ad hoc 
sub-committee to determine suitable 
location that could provide a reasonable 
hotel with sufficient parking for trailers, 
meeting rooms, a park-like setting for 
the car show, and maybe even inter-
esting environs for a rally or casual drive
-about.  
 
This event is a ways off but volunteers are always needed. Stay tuned! 
 
FACEBOOK 
If you’re older than your kids, you are likely on Facebook and “friended” with your 
high school pals and maybe your grandkids. Your own kids may be too young or too 
old to do the FB thing. The Chapter has a Facebook page which you can visit and even 
post on. Photos you might take of you having fun with your MG would be quite wel-
come. Take a look! https://www.facebook.com/groups/500326940592369/ 
 
Chapter Regalia…Out There for You!! 
Regalia order form website is below. Basically we have 2 logos on the site for 
members to use and many options you can choose from. The store that Zach as built 
for us is just a small sample, so I have included the “shop” website for additional op-
tions. Any questions about ordering please contact Melody or speak with her at a 
Chapter meeting. 
Https://michiganmgt.boldstores.com 
Https://shop.companycasuals.com  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/500326940592369/
https://michiganmgt.boldstores.com/
https://shop.companycasuals.com/
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MGs Are Like Cats (Part 2) 
By Jeremy Brown 

In part one of this series this author dis-
cussed the history of how he and his much 
better half came to be MG caretakers and 
how life had moved them away from clas-
sic cars.  From 2017 to 2023, this author 
and his better half were without MGs or 
classic cars of any sort. That time was 
spent doing other necessary things, such 
as working on their house and living life in 
other non-car-centric ways. It was an in-
teresting chapter in their lives—five years 
without an MG—but that was soon to 
change in late 2023. 

While visiting friends in another state over 
a holiday, they were told about a local 
gentleman restoring a vintage Jaguar. As 
enthusiastic fans of vintage Jaguars, they went with their friends to see it. The Jaguar was 
beautiful, and the work and love invested in it to bring it back to its former glory were evi-
dent. Then the conversation turned to the TDs in the barn. 

T-series MGs had always intrigued this author. Except for a TF 1500, he never imagined be-
ing the caretaker of one. The T-series was appealing in its rudimentary simplicity and com-
plete lack of modern automotive technology. An outdated design even when new, the TD 
seemed like an underpowered road-legal go-kart—not fast but light and nimble. Out of cu-
riosity, they went to see the TDs in the barn. 

There were multiple TD MGs in the barn, but 
the one the current caretaker was most ea-
ger to place under new care was on its own 
on a trailer. It was a tarp-covered stalled res-
toration project the current caretaker had 
acquired from its former caretaker, a haphaz-
ardly assembled chassis and body, but not 
much else. The caretaker mentioned he had 
all the parts to make it a complete car, stored 
in boxes in the garage. Closer inspection of 
the forlorn TD revealed some intriguing de-
tails. 

For a 70+ year-old British car, it was in surprisingly good condition. There was no wreck 
damage to the sheet metal or frame. The "tin worms" had not ravaged it; all panels were 
rust-free and straight, with no metal needing replacement. Most surprisingly, the wood in 
the tub appeared to be original and still structurally sound, and even the doors operated 

Author’s 2nd look at the Barn TD front view circa late 2023 
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correctly. Best of all, the engine and transmission had been completely rebuilt and were 
ready to go. 

As mentioned earlier, this author found the T-series interesting but not particularly com-
pelling. However, being a car enthusiast, he saw the value in this barn TD and understood 
that it deserved a new caretaker to restore it to its rightful place on the road. Photos of 
the car were taken to document the critical points of interest, with the intention of as-
sisting the current caretaker in finding a new caretaker for the barn TD. 

The barn TD was found and documented early in their holiday trip, leading to several dis-
cussions about the car’s condition and its need to get back on the road. The photos were 
reviewed with interested family members, and the car’s critical nuances and important 
facts were discussed at length. The fee to exchange care of the TD seemed reasonable 
for its condition. Then, this author’s better half said something he had not heard in a long 
time: “Go look at the car again, and if it really is in as good condition as you think it is, 
then get it.” 

This author wasted no time. He contacted the current caretaker to schedule a time to see 
the car again. Along with his father, this author reviewed the barn TD with a different fo-
cus. The car was removed from the barn and brought into the cold light of day for closer 
inspection. It was indeed in as good a condition as originally assessed. 

Just like the random cat lurking in a barn from this author’s rural upbringing, the 70+ year
-old Abington antique seemed to proclaim that this author and his better half were its 
new caretakers. It is unclear whether it was his better half or him that the barn TD first 
acknowledged as its new caretaker, but it was accepted and agreed that they were the 
ones to return it to its former glory. 

This author and his better half realized they are working backward through the Abington 
lineage, having started their MG caretaker duties with MGBs, then MGAs, and now mov-
ing on to the T-Series. Who knows—one day there will be a MMM in a barn that will pro-
claim them its new caretakers. 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           The Barn TD moves to Michigan in late 2023  
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Hibernation Party 
 
Chapter members packed the Great White Buffalo Brewing Co. in downtown Northville for our 
annual winter gathering. Trying something new, the Board decided to experiment with a new 
time. Instead of an evening, which would require driving after dark, the party was scheduled for 
mid-afternoon. Although there were some teething problems—the venue is a relatively new en-
terprise—feedback from attenders was quite positive. Although Ryan Westphal has not yet 
reached legal drinking age, the majority of us have moved on to Geritol. It’s not that bad with a 
touch of Kahlua added. 

Recent members: Bill Reeves, Ed Davis and Kathy Kalman.   
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Chairperson Melody trying to understand why no one is listening! 

Jeremy Brown and John Gervasi trying to swindle members during the auction 
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Ken Klemmer winning something 

he has always wanted! 

Ryan Westphal is now the owner of an XPAG 

clutch— complete with cardboard box 
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The following awards were presented at the hibernation party: 

The Richardson trophy: Awarded to the member(s) who drives the most miles in a pre-1956 MG 

during a calendar year.  John and Mary Gervasi 

Ralph Morse Memorial Trophy: Presented to newer member(s) who have shown enthusiasm and 

participation in their early years in the chapter.  Mike Nestell 

Founder’s Award: Awarded to the member who goes above and beyond to assist other MG own-

ers.  Jeremy and Amy Brown 

Paul Johnson Trophy: Awarded to the state that had the greatest total mileage driven to a GOF-C. 

The Michigan Chapter! 

License Plate Award: Presented to member(s) that scored the most amount of spotted 50 state 

license plates while driving their British car.  Jeremy and Amy Brown. 

Melody presents the first of several 

annual trophies 
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Thank You John Magee! 
 
Unknown to many people, the army march called 
"The Field Artillery Song" began its life as a Mor-
ris Garages jingle before being adapted for mili-
tary use. I now present a fragment of the original 
lyrics, as sung at the 2026 Hibernation Party. 
 

Over hill, over dale,  
we have hit the potholed trail, 
as those MGs go rolling along. 
"No syncro! Brakes are out!" 

hear those desperate drivers shout, 
while those MGs go rolling along. 

 
CHORUS: 

For it's "MG! MG!" in TF, TD, TC, 
Call off your chassis numbers strong. 

And where e'er we go you will always know 
that those MGs go rolling along. 

 
With no lights, Lucas bites,  

we go flying through the nights, 
as those MGs go rolling along. 
Loud backfires and leaky tires 
Wobbly wheels made of wires 

while those MGs go rolling along. 
 

CHORUS 
 

Raise your glass, seats bruised your ass 
as those MGs go rolling along. 

Grill badges front, shocks now bloody shot, 
Can't beat a mule at a slow trot, 

while those MGs go rolling along. 
 

Cheers! 

 

 

 

John leading us in the “MG Song” and a toast 
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You are again being challenged!  
 
Drive your T-car or drive your MGA or your MGB or your MG-F, MGRV8, Buick Enclave, whatever 
you want. YOU can be a WINNER!  But the easier you make it the harder it will be to win. 
 
The Coddiwomple is a self-guided and self-selected rally. At a minimum, you need a car and a 
driver’s license. You are invited to expand it by inviting other Chapter members to join you and 
even to drive an MG! 
 
You run the rally at your own pace, whenever you want, collecting points and submitting them to 
the Coddiwomple Committee of Committed Enthusiasts. Following a careful accounting of points 
and certification by a board of armed observers, the Grand Coddiwompler will be announced and 
the trophy (to be referred to as The Mug) will be awarded at the 2027 Hibernation Party.  
 
Time frame:  Between the two major American holidays: April Fools Day, April 1 through Hal-
loween, October 31, 2026. 
 
Challenges:  Each challenge is a destination, location, place, object or something similar for you 
to find. These can be as close as your neighborhood or city or they may be farther afield. You can 
“collect” a challenge anywhere. 
 
Points:  To earn points, you must locate an example of the challenge and take a photo of what-
ever car you are using for that challenge with both the car and the challenge in the picture. The 
car MUST appear in the photo.  
 
How to submit: For each challenge, send ONE email. (If you submit 10 challenges, that would be 
10 separate emails).  In the Subject line, identify the challenge. Your photo may be in the body of 
the email or inserted as an attachment. 
 
Cars:  The Committee has provided options under the following handicap system: 
 
Pre-war MG -points x 6 
MG TC, TD, TF  -points x 5 
MGA  -points x 4 
MGB  -points x 2 
Other motor vehicle  -points x 1 
  
Submissions:  Photos must be taken between April 1 and October 31, 2026 and received no lat-
er than December 1, 2026 by The Coddiwomple Committee of Committed Enthusiasts to be eligi-
ble. The Committee will tally the scores. 
 
Email address: Send each email to:   MGCoddiwomple@gmail.com 

2026 AUTUMNAL M.G. CODDIWOMPLE  
       OF THE MICHIGAN CHAPTER, NEMGTR 

(Cont’d next page) 

mailto:MGCoddiwomple@gmail.com
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 ONE EMAIL PER SUBMISSION!!! 
 
Subject line: Something that identifies the challenge. 
 
Text body:  Your names, where the photo was taken, and anything else of note (keep it short, 
please)!  And your photo in the body or as an attachment. 
 
FAQS:  
 Submissions must  be in the form described above under the heading “Submissions.” Please do 

not drive The Committee crazy with your own idea of how to send in photos! 
 If for some reason you do not know how to attach or insert a photo, please google “How to 

attach photos in XYZ email” (Gmail, Yahoo, whatever you use). 
 Putting your name, the specific challenge, and what type of car you completed the challenge in 

will help tremendously when it comes time to sort and score the photos.  
 If you prefer to make a party of this, several members in several cars can join together. Pick in-

teresting destinations. Challenges are everywhere! Each entrant must submit a separate chal-
lenge email although the photo can be of the same challenge and even include several cars. 

 If a photo satisfies more than one challenge, you may only use it for one (you pick)! The key con-
cept is that a place or thing can only be counted by you once. 

 
You should be getting the idea by now. You can invite friends to join you. Get out and drive your 
MG, have a cup of coffee somewhere, stop for lunch, run out of gas…all in a day’s fun. We’re off! 
 
Questions may be directed to your humble servant who may, or may not, be capable of provid-
ing a reasonable answer.  
 
John Deikis, (for the MG Coddiwomple Committee of Committed Enthusiasts) 
deikis@gmail.com 

Do not let THIS fellow win! 
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2026 Coddiwomple Challenges 
 
Read a dirty book- Michigan has over 60 Carnegie Libraries. Many are still standing, although 

some are no longer used as libraries. 20 points for each one. 
 
I’m sticking to my guy like a stamp to a letter / Like birds of a feather, we stick together / I’m 

tellin’ you from the start / I can’t be torn apart from my guy- Mary Wells may have been the 
soundtrack to your high school romance, but you need to go to Hitsville, USA to collect this 
challenge. 30 points. 

 
3. Grab them Beans Challenge- Coffee is the perfect breakfast. The Committee loves coffee and 
wants to see a photo of your car in front of a Starbucks! 5 points for each. 
 
4.  Eat that Meat Challenge- The Committee LOVES smoked brisket. Time to get some BBQ! A 
BBQ restaurant specializes in BBQ that is made on-site. Provide proof that you and your car visited 
a genuine BBQ restaurant. 10 points for each. 
 
5. Chase that Chicken, Boy!-  Fried, broasted, broiled, stewed, curried, or paprikashed. Submit 
your photo of a place with chicken statues. They must be whole chickens— not legs or thighs or 
stuffed breasts. One chicken per location, please. 
30 points. 
 
6. Ready for War Challenge- Park your favorite MG or other vehicle with a cannon in the back-
ground. Any kind of serious artillery will do. One photo per site. 10 points @ 
 
7. All we need is music, sweet music There'll be music everywhere- No. You will not have to dress 
like Martha and the Vandellas for this challenge. But, you will have to go to the front of a music 
venue, or a music festival that is readily identifiable from your photo…bring both your MG and 
your guitar! 20 points. 
 
8. The Spelling Bee Challenge- Figure out how to spell “Midget” and then drive to six municipali-
ties that begin with each of the letters: M-I-D-G-E-T. Easy peasy! 10 points. 
 
9. Do I Still Have to Pay My Dues???- Pose your baby in front of CraftBreww City when attending a 
Chapter meeting and garner some quid! 5 points each time. 
 
10. I’ve Been Everywhere- Not just Johnny Cash, but maybe YOU too! Get a list of all the places 
mentioned in the song, and drive to as many as you can. 10 points for each location. Visit 20 loca-
tions and you have a trump card: automatic WINNER!!!! 



16 

 

Why Trade-in a Perfectly Good Car?? 
by Matt Smith 
 
The young lady in the photos is my wife Elma (see license plate), who passed away in 2021.  We 
bought the TD three years old in 1956 from its original owner, and drove it from Connecticut to 
Montreal a week or so later on our honeymoon.  I raced it a few seasons in the early '60s and 
drove it to work until it swallowed an exhaust valve one morning and lay in a coma for about 40+ 
years.  In the week after Christmas, 2012 I began tearing it down to nuts & bolts and rebuilding 
from the ground up.  The engine drew its next breath in late 2015. The car and I moved to Michi-
gan after Elma's passing in 2021. 
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In Case You Haven’t Heard… 
 

 
About SNG | Moss | Rimmer: 

Radial Equity Partners has consolidated three giants in the LBC world!  

SNG Barratt, Moss, and Rimmer are providers of restoration and replacement parts for UK vehicles 
and the Mazda MX-5. The platform was established in April 2024 when Radial Equity Partners 
announced simultaneous investments in the first two businesses, followed by a third major 
acquisition of SNG Barratt Group in late 2024. Founded in 1948, Moss was headquartered in 
Goleta, CA and now in Petersburg, VA. It operates five sites across the United States, United 
Kingdom and France. Rimmer Bros.was established in 1982 and operates a single site in Lincoln, 
UK. Also founded in 1982, SNG Barratt is a provider of restoration and replacement parts 
primarily for Jaguar marque vehicles. SNG | Moss | Rimmer has approximately 410 employees 
across its eight operations in the U.S. and Europe. The company serves more than 440,000 
customers in over 150 countries globally.  

Radial Equity Partners is a private equity firm focused on investing in middle-market businesses 
serving consumer and industrial markets. Radial seeks to invest in businesses where the firm can 
apply relevant prior experience and a network of industry relationships to support its 
management teams. 
 
MPG is a holding company Radial created to operate the combined businesses. It is a global, spe-
cialty supplier of restoration and replacement parts primarily for British vehicles. The company’s 
customer-facing brands (Moss, Rimmer and SNG Barratt) are trusted by a loyal base of vehicle 
owners that the company serves directly through e-commerce platforms. MPG provides one of 
the industry’s broadest replacement parts offerings for UK specific vehicles with 100,000+ SKUs. 
Radial also owns Coker Tire in Chattanooga, TN. 
 
Typically, private equity firms seek to maximize investor return by trimming along the edges of a 
business or sometimes deleting an entire market segment to simplify operations and increase 
profits. Can quality be improved? Will “NLA” parts return to the sales platforms? Will an account-
ant or market analyst from London drive a supercharged MG TC“Mossmobile”pick-up truck across 
the country to attend a New England GoF like Al Moss did? Time will tell. 
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Out of the old TECH-TIP Scrap Book 

A SERIES OF PILFERED ADVICES ON THE CARE AND 

FEEDING OF THE T-TYPE M.G. SPORTSCAR 

Oily Rear Brakes? 

If you have had repeated trouble with rear end oil leaking from the outside flange of your 
axle shaft, read on.  Mike Walsh, in the June 1975 issue of Octagon Topics, the newsletter 
of the Vintage MG Club of Southern California, mentions this problem and suggests mak-
ing up a paper gasket and cementing it into place on the axle flange. 

This common leak is not always the round oil seal.  If you look at the axle tube, it ends in 
a flange to which the brake backing plate is bolted and into which the rear wheel bear-
ings seat.  Bolted to this flange are the oil seal and the bearing carrier.  If the mating sur-
face between the bearing carrier and the axle flange has lost their machined “flatness”, 
oil will seep through this joint.  If this area is leaking oil on your T-type, the backing plate, 
when viewed from under the car, will be wet looking or greasy.  With enough seepage, 
this oil can find its way to your brake shoes.   

If you have this area opened up for any reason, dress the flange surface with a file.  You 
can also take the bearing carrier to the bench and “polish” it flat by rubbing it on a piece 
of emery paper (provided your bench is flat or you have a thick piece of glass or a granite 
kitchen counter).  You can make up a gasket from an index card.  I used a schmear of  a 
gelatinous red form-a-gasket type stuff out of a tube instead of a paper gasket and it has 
held up for years. 

Motor on!                            --John Deikis  
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MG International 2026  
 
 

MG International 2026    REGISTRATION is OPEN    Please go to  
www.MGinternational2026.org   to register and reserve your hotel room. Join the fun as 
we work towards our goal of 1,000 MGs! 
 
Host hotel for the week is the Kalahari Resort, for $189.00 per night. There are a myriad 
of restaurants in Sandusky to try, and a bar in the hotel. Starbucks is located in the 

Kalahari’s lobby. Kalahari is located about 15 minutes south of downtown Sandusky. 

 
A Sunset Cruise is on the agenda— a 2-1/2 hour cruise on Goodtime 1 in Sandusky Bay 

around Kelley’s Island. The Sunset Cruise was exceedingly popular. We sold out in late 

January and added a 2nd one. Prior to the cruise, stop at any of the nearby restaurants in 
downtown Sandusky for a nice dinner. 
 

Ferries to Put-in-Bay and other islands: Ohio’s Lake Erie islands are a short 20-minute fer-

ry ride from several docks in the area. You can either take the Jet- Express passenger fer-
ry minutes to the islands, or if you want to take your car, you can take the Miller Ferry to 

South Bass Island and the Village of Put-in- Bay – often referred to as “The Key West of 

the North”. Miller Ferry offers passenger-only service too (both ferries are about 30 
minutes from the Kalahari). And you can go back in September for the vintage races! 
 
Tuesday is Register Night. Join as each Register will hold their individual dinners in the 
Kalahari Convention Center.  
 
Car Show, Wednesday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., is an easy 4 miles, 10 minutes, from the hotel to 
Osborn Park. Trailer parking at the site will be available from 8:00 a.m.  Because of the 
short distance, we encourage everyone to drive their car to reduce congestion at the show 
field. 
 

After the Car Show you can search for treasures at the “Boot Sale” in the Kalahari parking 

lot, visit the Twin Oast Brewery, and come back at 7:00 p.m. for the Live Auction in the 
Convention Center. (An “oast house” is a specialized building dating back to 16th century 
England with a conical roof used in brewing history to dry, or “kiln," fresh hops). 
 
Optional Drives during the week you might want to consider include side trips to Milan 
(Thomas Edison birthplace); Put-in-Bay on South Bass Island via Miller Ferry; lighthouses 
in Vermillion, Huron, Port Clinton, and Marblehead; Liberty Aviation Museum (B-25 
Mitchell and a 1928 Ford Tri-Motor) and Twin Oast Brewery in Port Clinton; Firelands 
Winery; and a scheduled drive to Amish Country. 
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Antique plates, Driving, and Michigan Tickets 
By Lee Jacobsen 
 
 
 

We all love to drive our MGs, and other antique classic vehicles as much as possible, right? The 
town governments are hurting for money, right?  Both are 'givens' in my book.  Sometimes that 
can mean a traffic ticket that is 'unexpected'.  How so?    
 

Technically, per Michigan Law,  with historic plates, we can only drive our 'historic' vehicles 
for  specific reasons, like club events, tours, parades, etc.  What if the average bloke  just 
wants  to take it out for an 'impromptu' drive on a pleasant evening in February?   Perhaps you 
are not quite average, and enjoy driving your 'antique'  to work and do errands as much as pos-
sible, because it is fun. 
 

If, for some reason, a traffic enforcer-officer decides to stop you for any reason, and they are 
looking for a reason to earn money for their town, they may decide to issue a ticket for not fol-
lowing the antique vehicle rules, which is a hefty fine. Officers did this many times on vehicles 
driving in the Woodward Cruise, for years,  until finally enough complaints were registered that 
forced the State  to declare the summer months exempt from Michigan rule Sec 20a.,which de-
fines the use of cars with antique plates.        
 

How to avoid a ticket? Try this: 
Buried in all of the endless statutes which is NOT noted on the 'general' information pages of the 
Sec. of State web page, is the definition Sec 20a.  It states the usual limitation that we all know, 
such as participation in club events, parades, etc, but it also has the phrase, again not mentioned 
in the 'general information’' pages, which is ‘"including mechanical testing.” With our MGs, me-
chanical testing is a way of life, and a 'given' each time I drive an oldie but a goodie.    
 

So, to avoid a potential ticket, simply place a wrench or screwdriver nearby in the cockpit, on the 
floor or seat, and, if by chance, an officer stops you for driving to work, simply pull out your regis-
tration, proof of insurance, and a copy of the definition of 257.20a 'Historic Vehicle' , which is 
written below, with the 'including mechanical testing’ highlighted. Show the officer your tools and 
request that he read the definition.  
 

Nine times out of ten the officer will let you off with a warning. On the tenth, go to court and 
state your case. You will win and the case will be dismissed. Been there, done that.  
 
 

Definition of Historic Vehicle (Michigan) 

According to Michigan Compiled Laws § 257.20a, a historic vehicle is defined as: 

A vehicle that is over 25 years old.  Owned solely as a collector's item.  Intended for participation 
in activities such as club events, exhibitions, tours, parades, and similar uses, including mechanical 
testing.  Not used for general transportation. 
 

This designation allows owners to register their vehicles as historic, providing certain benefits and 
restrictions. For example, while these vehicles cannot generally be used for everyday driving, 
there is an allowance for use from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day, during which time 
these vehicles may be driven more freely 
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Website: 
www.michiganmgt.com 

 

Facebook: 
Michigan Chapter New England MGT Register 

 
Chapter Officers 

 
Chairperson 

Melody Klemmer 
Email: msklemmer@comcast.net 

 
Vice-Chairman 
Ken Klemmer 

Email: kaklemmer1969@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 
Jeremy Brown 

Email: michapterofNEMGTR@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mike Nestell 

Email: mikenestell@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chair 
Mary Gervasi 

Email: jagervasi@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Monique Magee 

Email:  monique.magee@gmail.com 

Librarian & Tech Support 

Lee Jacobsen: Email:  diecuts@aol.com 
 

Photographer & Social Media Editor 
John Magee 

Email:  john_a_magee@yahoo.com 
 

Regalia & Stuff 
Lou VanKoningsveld 

Email: tracerfxr@yahoo.com 

 
Editor of the T Times 

John Deikis with Carol’s help! 
Email: deikis@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/www.michiganmgt.com
file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/msklemmer@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/kaklemmer1969@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/sandybear890@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/mikenestell@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carol/Dropbox/John's%20temp/T-Times%20Newsletter/24%20Q2%20T-Times/jagervasi@yahoo.com
mailto:monique.magee@gmail.com
mailto:diecuts@aol.com
mailto:john_a_magee@yahoo.com
mailto:tracerfxr@yahoo.com
mailto:deikis@gmail.com


 T Times is the official publication of the Michigan 
Chapter, New England MG T Register Ltd. All 
members are encouraged to submit articles or 
information for articles to the editor. Microsoft 
Word or Apple Pages preferred.  
 
Any member may advertise cars, parts  and related 
items free of charge.  Members of our parent 
organization, the New England MG T Register, Ltd. 
may also advertise at no cost in our bi-monthly 
magazine, The Sacred Octagon. 
 
The Michigan Chapter was established on March 30, 
1971 to provide local activities for Michigan area 
members of the New England MG T Register.  
 
In addition to driving events, membership meetings 
are held regularly. Board meetings are 
scheduled intermittently (generally very) 
throughout the year. Officers are elected annually 
by the membership.   

 

I’m disappointed.  It has no cup holders! 


