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T-TIMES
2026 Qtr 3

Who IS that without his cell phone???
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Hola MI Chapter NEMGTR family,


Well, we have officially kicked off our 2026 driving season with a bang! We have already attended 
lots of great outings, with plenty more to come. I hope you are all enjoying your Spring drives!


GoF-C 2027 Planning Updates The GoF-C 2027 Planning Committee has been busy moving 
forward with the event. Co-leaders Jeremy Brown and yours truly have secured the venue and car 
show location. We also gathered the troops over Memorial Day weekend to shoot our promotional 
material. A huge thank you to our amazing assistants—Ken Klemmer, Mike Nestell, Mary Gervasi, 
and Eric Welty—who have been doing their fair share of the heavy lifting.


Our goal is to “officially” announce our event at this year's ALL MG event in Sandusky, OH. We will 
have posters, brochures, and some GoF swag available for members if you care to pre-order and 
be a walking billboard at the August event! Keep an eye out for an email with all the details very 
soon.


"Fuel The Can" Project A special shout-out to everyone who has been contributing to our “Fuel 
The Can” project for GoF 2027. As a reminder, the club voted at the beginning of the year to 
forego our usual 50/50 drawings and instead have members contribute to our “RED” can. We truly 
appreciate your generosity, as this is helping our club prepare for the 2027 event in so many ways.


Volunteer Opportunities If you have a specific talent or are simply willing to assist with our GoF 
2027 planning, please feel free to contact me. A lot of planning goes into these events, and we will 
need all hands on deck to make it a memorable success! We will have volunteer sign-up sheets 
available in the near future, but don't hesitate to reach out now.


Our theme is MICHIGAN in the Fall. Because our dates are set for September 20th–24th, 2027, we 
are planning amazing drives for guests to view our beautiful fall colors, visit local cider mills, and 
hit up a few ice cream shops, just to name a few ideas.


Keep the Stories Coming! Happy Summer, stay safe, and please keep your pictures and stories 
coming to John and Carol. If we don’t get your story into this edition of the T-Times, not to worry! 
There isn't much going on during the winter, so we may stretch our driving season coverage out or 
even feature a bimonthly blurb—who knows what these two have up their sleeves! Thank you, 
John and Carol, for your talents, hard work, and dedication.


Hugs and Cheers! 


Melody Klemmer 

Madam Chairperson


GoF-C 2027 Planning Committee Leader

Chairperson’s Utterance
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Editor’s Bully Pulpit 

Welcome to a new T-Times format! 


A change in computers has meant I can no longer 
access Microsoft Publisher and am now 
experimenting with Apple Pages to create a 
newsletter. Being more of a “points and condenser” 
kind of guy, all this electronic media does not come 
naturally to me and my 10 year-old grandson is away 
at camp.


I must apologize for my tardiness. I had this plan to 
ride one of my motorcycles to northern Vermont for a 
national BMW club rally in June. Then I discovered 
2026 is the 100th anniversary of Route 66. Why not 
ride to Vermont by way of the old alignments of The 
Mother Road? So I did. From May 2nd until the 2nd 
week in June I covered about 10,000 miles— and 
even stopped by my house on my wife’s birthday and 
stayed to celebrate our 50th anniversary with a 
dinner out.


Home in time for the heat wave—and now SMOKE in 
the air!— I have been sorting the last bits on the MG 
Midget vintage race car I would like to sell, driving 
the TD a bit, and using the MGB as a sort of summer 
daily driver.


I’m looking forward to the MG International in August 
and have my registration and room reserved. By the 
way, I have a double room in case you decide you 
might want to attend and share a room at the 
Kalahari Resort. These every-five-year MG events are 
an amazing experience and always a lot of fun— 
especially at a place with a huge indoor water park, 
like the Kalahari! 


September will be time for a real vacation. Carol and 
I are planning a drive up to the Keweenaw Peninsula 
for a week in the B. Then in October down to 
Tennessee for the British V8 meet. With fuel prices at 
Hormuz levels, somebody’s got to burn it!


Drive on! And enjoy the last half of summer. Autumn’s 
perfect driving weather will be here in no time.


—John Deikis
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Rebuilding My MG M-Type Motor 
   by Ken Klemmer 

In 2022, we purchased a partially restored 1930 M-Type, named Wiggy. We were able to 
put him on the road for a short time in 2023, but oil pressure was always poor on the 
rebuilt engine and he didn’t have a lot of “omph”. During the Alden Sports Car Show 
drive in 2023, we were heading back to the B&B in Bellaire, when the engine became 
much noisier, with a rhythmic, ominous bang at each revolution. We expected the 2 main 
bearing crank failed. We finished the show and brought him home only to find after 
dropping the oil sump that it was full of babbitt; the big end bearings had melted. It was 
at that point I found the rebuild was not done to a high standard, and the original crank 
had been ground dangerously thin.





Naively, I assumed the solution was simple: replace the crank with a new Phoenix forged 
crank and connecting rods and put it all back together. It was not that simple: first a new 
rear main bearing would need to be fabricated, then the new bearing line bored to the 
correct diameter in the block, just like a Ford Model T… anyone could do this, right?


Many many phone calls later, I found that no one familiar with Babbitt bearing engines 
would take this on. All the Ford and Dodge mechanics were set up only for those 
engines. I finally found a rebuilder in Northwest Ohio who was willing to look at it. With 
the help of John Gervasi and Craig Faulk, we pulled the motor out to disassemble it.


I completed disassembly of the entire motor and found more wrong: The rods were not 
connected to the pistons correctly, so all the bores were scratched. So i ordered a new 
set of pistons from Australia. The oil pump was assembled incorrectly, causing low 
output and pressure so I found a new larger capacity oil pump.  The early sump was very 
small, causing oil to run hot (cool oil is as important as cool water on these motors) so i 
found a new larger capacity oil pan. 


Meantime, the Phoenix crank arrived, in all its counterbalanced beauty. The downside 
was, it was twice as heavy as the delicate original. Note the larger journals at the rods 
and rear main. The front bearing is a ball bearing type.
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Christmas cookies to motivate the machine shop. 
Then, I waited. And waited. And waited. 
Occasionally i would call to see how progress 
was coming. Which wasn’t. I offered a rush fee 
(but since there was no real quote for the work) 
there was nothing to rush. The shop was always 
“going to start soon.” After a year went by, I 
started looking for options, being willing to even 
ship the motor to England where there were more 
shops familiar with the design.


I started asking for advice at the MG MMM 
forums, and had some response, mostly from the 
UK as i assumed, so  I began to consider 
building a shipping crate. Luckily, I got a call from 
MMM member Dan Lanier in Florida, who 
recommended a talented builder in Wisconsin, 
Curtis Liposcak. Several emails and phone calls 
with Curtis convinced me he was the right person 
to take this on. While he is very much “under the 
radar” his credentials and talent were impressive; 
one of his cars regularly appears at international 
racing events, including the Mille Miglia. We 
finally arranged to meet in western Michigan. I 
went back to the shop in Ohio and picked up all 
the parts, still sitting on the same shelf as over 
year ago; fortunately nothing was lost. 


We chose the worst weather day in February 
2025 to exchange the motor and parts in a 
Holland, Michigan parking lot, but I drove home 
happily considering that I might have a car to 
drive in the spring.


Setting up crank for balancing

Turning inside of flywheel

Original flange bolt as template



PAGE  OF 6 22

up for eight bolts, whereas the original only 
used four.  Not wanting the flywheel to come 
loose, all new bolts were made from titanium 
for strength and light weight. At the end of 
the process the flywheel lost nearly 7lbs due 
to reduction and drilling. Since the flywheel 
was now thinner, the pins that retain the 
clutch plate were too short, so those had to 
be custom made too.


The clutch cover and release toggles were 
fully rebuilt, and the clutch material was heat 
bonded to the disc to avoid rivets coming 
loose. When all was assembled, mated to 
the crank and balanced, only 3 tiny divots 
were required to be drilled in the flywheel 
flange for perfect balance.


The rear main bearing carrier was fabricated, 
babbit poured (I learned all about this while 
in England, it is a very precise process!) and 
the rear main was machined for a double lip 
seal.  Unfortunately all this nice work takes 
time, at at this point it was already late 
August.

Drilling lightened flywheel for 8 bolt flange

Final balance adjustments

Pressing in new bronze bearing 

carrier

Babbit poured and machined with 
oil grooves

Rear main lip seal machined
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Michigan to Pensacola! 
 by Bob Humphrey 

The following is a brief account of an April, 2023 caravan from Michigan to Pensacola, 
Fl with three  other MG enthusiasts that may well be known by T club members.  Bill’s 
MGC had a (differential I think) problem just before we left so led Allen and me in a 
Ford C-Max.


While the thought of a thousand mile trip in the MG gave me pause, there just wasn’t 
enough horribly wrong with the car to give me an excuse not to go!   It also helped that 
the rest of the Michigan MGC contingent was working hard on their MG’s and 
providing updates via email.    Bill Weakley, Allen Bacheldor and I decided to caravan 
to Pensacola together, and Bill graciously volunteered to put together a route that kept 
us off the interstates.  Dave and Shari Smith left a day earlier with Fran Lewis and kept 
us up to date with their progress.   

Denise had a follow up ortho appointment on our departure date, a result of the 
unfortunate  “Denise’s toes verses the kitchen bench” incident.  As a result, I left after 
the rest of our crew and met up with Bill, Mary Ellen, and Allen the next morning in 
Frankfurt, KY.  Fortunately, Bill’s route the first day followed Rt 127 almost exclusively, 
so there weren’t too many navigational challenges.  But I was sure happy to let Bill and 
Mary Ellen take care of the navigation leaving Frankfurt, as we had a boatload (that’s 
Navy talk) of twists and turns enroute the second day of our travel.  I was happy to just 
focus on being a good follower and car management.  We encountered two long hills 
in both Kentucky and Alabama that day – the temp needle climbed pretty high, but 
cooled off nicely coming down the backside of both pulls.  At the first lunch stop that 
Mary Ellen picked out for us – the “It don’t matter Family Restaurant” – Allen told me 
my brake lights weren’t working.  After a quick diagnosis by the crew, and some 
WD-40 on the brake switch I had brake lights, plus the peace of mind knowing that 
Allen at least had a clue that I was slowing down.  How great is it to caravan with Club 
members!!  After another 100 or so lefts and rights, we pulled into the Hampton Inn in 
Gadsden, Alabama for a nice meal and a welcome rest.


The next day’s run to Pensacola was a pleasant drive.  It was raining in the morning 
and I was happy to see my wipers worked and the RainX did its job.  With the 
exception of Birmingham, the traffic was light, the roads smooth, and the drive over 
Pensacola Bay was literally a breath of fresh air!   We all had a fun three days in 
Pensacola – the PBCA car club was welcoming, the car show great and the trip to the 
Naval Aviation Museum made even better by a gifted docent.   I was in Flight Officer 
training in 1978,

Retired Navy fighter pilotMade it!
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and had the MG not been on the losing side of a collision with a Chrysler a month or so before I 
left, it would have made the trip from Massachusetts to Florida.  As it was I made the trip in a 
Mazda rotary wagon (loved that car too).  But 45 years later the MG finally made it to Pensacola 
Naval Air Station ! .  


The trip home was enlivened by a change of points in Kentucky with Bill, Allen and I getting the 
job done in about 15 minutes.  I had a consistent miss under acceleration that was taken care 
what was by now a well-oiled team ! .   Good thing too as the points literally fell off the spring 
when we took them out.  It’s amazing that these cars still run with such compromised 
components; kind of like the way a B-17 soaks up flak hits.   After that the car was happy as 
could be and we had some of the best roads of the trip the last couple of hours before stopping 
in Walton, KY.   Smiles all around as we pulled into the Hampton Inn and exchanged impressions 
on what really were super sports car roads.  The last morning of the trip we actually had frost on 
the windshield!  What a pleasure to drive with a light jacket, the fan on, and my feet stretched out 
beyond the pedals loving a nice combination of vent air and heat.  Wiggling my toes snug as a 
bug in a rug.   After one last lunch stop in Michigan we smiled, high fived, and went our own 
ways happy to have just about completed the 2,000 mile journey.  And wonder of wonders my 
MGC didn’t need any oil top off on the entire trip.


Bill and Mary Ellen did a great job of navigating and finding fun lunch stops.  So what if there 
were a couple of last second turns?   It made it more interesting and wasn’t anything that our 
MGC’s couldn’t handle (understeer, what understeer?).    


Safety Fast! 

 

Allen and Bob foul the flight deck  
causing an F-18 wave off

Bill practices navigating with his 
eyes closed in a safe environment
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You COULD drive your T-car, you know!  

      Just consider a caravan with other members  
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Motor Muster 2026 

…thank you, John Magee!

Dirk van der MuisenbergÕs  red TC

Bill ReevesÕs pink TC
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Mad Dogs & Englishmen 

…thank you, John Magee, once again!     

Pre-1956 Class: 
         Congratulations Tim Scheerhorn—1st Place, 1948 MG TC

         Ken Klemmer—3rd Place, 1932 MG M-type

                 

	 	 …..some random photos!


Ken  
and new M-type motor

Ryan and Grandpa Westphal
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Ryan Westphal eats it up during the autocross!
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Lee JacobsenÕs 1932 Packard at the Northville Concours 7/12/26

Historic Registration Update 

In the last T-Times, Lee Jacobsen shared his in-sight and experience regarding Michigan’s 
Historic Vehicle license plates. In particular, Lee pointed out that the state code restricts 
legal driving of a car with historic vehicle plates to club events, exhibitions, tours, parades 
and the like, but also includes loop-holes like driving for mechanical testing and driving in 
the month of August (added to the code to accommo-date people participating in the 
Woodward Dream Cruise).


After reading Lee’s article, Jim Coleman did a little research and found more good news for 
those of us who enjoy the substantial savings of the historic plate. In the “fine print” of MCL 
257.20a (where “Historic vehicle" is defined), the following statement is included: “For 
purposes of this section, use of the vehicle during the period from Memorial Day week-end 
through Labor Day each year is considered an exhibition.” This is great news—the only 
times the driving restrictions are currently in place is before Memorial Day weekend and 
after Labor Day.
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What Happens at Chapter Meetings?


Perhaps you have not been to a Chapter meeting in a while. Perhaps you have 
never been to one. Too busy? Live to far away? Figure why go if your car is not 
running/restored/reliable? There are a lot of things that have to happen in the 
background to keep any club functioning. Most of these secret goings-on are 
revealed during the monthly meetings.





We gather at Craft Breww City in Farmington Hills, which we believe is the most 
central location for most members. There’s chatting and tire kicking, as you might 
expect at the typical natter’n’noggin.. Once inside, there’s actually good food and 
libations. The place is accommodating, we usually have our own room, and the 
pool tables are free. Mr. Klemmer typically projects a slide show on the wall 
offering MG “car-porn” for our entertainment.


There is a report from the chairperson with various updates. Then a few words 
from officers and committee chairs—like the guy that watches what happens to 
our dues, the webmaster, the steering committee for the 2027 Gathering , etc. 


For example, the July meeting informed us that Bruce Mann had back surgery and 
Dale Becker wants to sell his cars. We found out there was to be a caravan to the 
Mad Dogs show in Hickory Corners and that we were getting liability insurance 
quotes for the 2027 GoF-C which we are hosting. A couple of members have 
acquired several pre-war MGs from Eric Richardson’s estate and his Union jack 
flag has now become one of the Chapter’s treasures. Folks reported on progress, 
or lack thereof, on their cars and a couple of mechanical problems were 
illuminated by one or another of the more mechanically adept members present. 
Then we went home. In then summer, that makes for a pleasant sunset drive for 
most.


If you can not make it, you’re encouraged to “join” our private Facebook page 

Michigan Chapter: New England MGT Register Group and visit our website to 
learn about MG events around the area:  www.MichiganMGT.com


http://MichiganMGT.com
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Coming Events 


Aug 4:  meeting 


August 8-9:  Alden Sports Car 
Show — Alden


August 15:  Cars & Caffeine, 
Henry Ford Village, Dearborn, 
(the shuttle lot on Village Road 
at Southfield Freeway)


August 23:  27 | MG 
INTERNATIONAL  2026 – MMM, 
T, A, B, C, V8, New-ish — 
Sandusky, Ohio


Sept 1 - meeting 


Sept 13 - Battle of the Brits, 
Milford 


Sept. 12 – 13 | Old Car Festival, 	
	 	 Greenfield Village


Sept. 15 – 17 | Put-in-Bay Road 
Race Reunion, Ohio


Oct 6 - meeting 


Oct TBD - The Oliver Arkell 
Motor Rallye    just you wait!!! 

Nov 3 - last meeting of 2026 


Dec - Off!
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ÒOkay, Midge. We have to talk. You MUST stop spawning!!Ó


